
The Agricultural Institute of Jabara, from a dream of a few to a reality at the service of 
many. 

Today the official commissioning with the participation of the Ugandan Minister Hillay Onek 
and the Ambassador of Italy Domenico Fornara 

 
JAVIK "Jabara Agricultural Vocational Institute Koboko", is a center of reference for farmers 
across the West Nile region of Uganda, which, with due proportions, can be compared to the 
agricultural institute of San Michele all'Adige (TN, Italy). It is a development booster, a place 
where to experiment and learn fundamental skills to move from survival farming to commer-
cial agriculture. 
 
JAVIK is a bet started by ACAV 10 years ago with a visit of the association to an unculti-
vated land, where local partners, in particular the Koboko district, asked to set up a vocational 
training center in the field of agriculture. Nothing similar existed and nothing still exists in a 
region as large as the Triveneto (the regions of Trentino-Alto Adige, Veneto, Friuli in north-
ern Italy which combined host as much as 3 million inhabitants). 
 
The project started with the concession of land by the local communities and the support of 
the Italian Development Cooperation, and continued thanks to the aid of the Autonomous 
Province of Trento and UNHCR. 
 
Now the agricultural school has become part of the Ugandan educational system and can 
cotinue to work independently. The project demonstrates sustainability and full involvement 
of local communities and authorities at regional and national levels. 10.651 farmers received 
agricultural training and tools to start their family activities. Almost half of the participants 
were women, the true workforce of the African countryside, who were happy to be there and 
attentive to learn as much as possible. For a long time, many have already said that the educa-
tion, in all its forms, is the fundamental tool which makes progress and human development 
possible. 
 
Today with the presence of the Ambassador of Italy for Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, 
Domenico Fornara, the Minister for Disaster, Relief and Refugees (the West Nile is welcom-
ing 1.5 million of refugees escaped from the Sud-Sudan War), Hillary Onek, the parliamen-
tarians James Baba and Margaret Baba Diri and the local authorities, the scholastic building 
has been officially handed over to Uganda, its communities and its future.  
 
Accompanied by traditional music and songs, in the presence of farmers, also from the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo, Minister Hillary Onek spoke of “a virtuous example of what the 
international development cooperation should do, underling that the intervention has 
strengthened the pacification process and the local development. He added that this is the 
only way in which Uganda, and in general Africa, will be able to grow in peace giving to its 
people the opportunity to live with dignity”.  
 
Ambassador Domenico Fornara has highlighted that the project carried out by ACAV is a 
good example of Italy and in particular of Trentino. It’s “the result of an amazing Italian co-
operation, from both Italian Government and local authorities, with the excellent effort of the 
Autonomous Province of Trento. The agriculture school summarizes the best of what is 
emergency and development: it brings together both local population and refugees, embrac-
ing training program which create the necessary nexus between the humanitarian emergency, 
the response to immediate needs and medium and long term development of the local com-
munities and also of those refugees who decide to integrate. This is the Italy that works”.  
 

Koboko, 16 March 2018  
 


